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MSD began efforts in HIV prevention R&D in1986
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Partnership efforts to leverage MSD technology in HIV PrEP
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Licenses in 2005 and 2008 for Novel HIV CCR5 and gp41 fusion 

inhibitors as microbicide candidates to the International Partnership for 

Mircrobicides

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID). Phase 1 

safety and pharmacokinetics study of MK-2048/vicriviroc (MK-

4176)/MK-2048A intravaginal rings. In: ClinicalTrials.gov. Bethesda 

(MD): National Library of Medicine (US). Registered on February 2, 

2015. NLM Identifier: NCT02356302. Available at: 

https://www.clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT02356302. 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID). Phase 1 

pharmacokinetic trial of two intravaginal rings (IVRs) containing 

different dose strengths of vicriviroc (MK-4176) and MK-2048. In: 

ClinicalTrials.gov. Bethesda (MD): National Library of Medicine (US). 

Registered on April 14, 2015. NLM Identifier: NCT02419456

Placebo corePlacebo core



Phase II Trial of islatravir in Low Risk Individuals as monthly oral PrEP

Clinicaltrials.gov:  July 1, 2019:

Safety and Pharmacokinetics of MK-8591 in Participants at Low Risk of Human Immunodeficiency 

Virus 1 (HIV-1) Infection (MK-8591-016)



First-in-human trial of MK-8591-eluting implants demonstrates 
concentrations suitable for HIV prophylaxis for at least one year

“If it pans out in a larger trial that it 

delivers a level of drug that’s protective 

for a year, that would be a game-

changer.”
-Anthony Fauci, director, NIAID

First-in-human trial of MK-8591-

eluting implants demonstrates 

concentrations suitable for HIV 

prophylaxis for at least one 

year. Late-breaking Oral 

Presentation. IAC Tuesday, July 

23, 16:30-18:00 CDT. Abstract 

TUAC0401LB. R. Matthews et al. 

23 July 2019



Global partnership efforts have led to a significant scale up in use of long 
acting contraceptives in the developing world

8*Roy Jacobstein, Liftoff: The Blossoming of Contraceptive Implant Use in Africa. Global Health: Science and 

Practice March 2018, 6(1):17-39; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-17-00396, 

http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/ghsp/6/1/17.full.pdf

• At the 2012 London Summit on Family 

Planning, global leaders set an ambitious goal 

to ensure 120 million additional women and 

girls in the poorest countries would have 

access to modern contraception by 2020.

• As for 2018, nearly 46 million more girls and 

women are using contraception than in 2012

• Since the inception of the Implant Access 

Program in 2013, almost 53 million implants 

have been distributed in the world’s poorest 

countries. Implant procurement in 2018 is 

double 2012 procurement.

Source: IMPLANT ACCESS PROGRAM: EXPANDING FAMILY PLANNING OPTIONS FOR 

WOMEN< November 2018, http://www.familyplanning2020.org/sites/default/files/Our-

Work/ppfp/2018%20IAP%202%20pager_VF.pdf

http://www.ghspjournal.org/content/ghsp/6/1/17.full.pdf
http://www.familyplanning2020.org/sites/default/files/Our-Work/ppfp/2018%20IAP%202%20pager_VF.pdf


Challenges Ahead

• Regulatory Guidance for PrEP Development

• PrEP Program Implementation and Scale Up in Key Populations and 
Geographies

• Resourcing PrEP Scale Up 
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THANK YOU


